Blaming Children’s Picture Book Industry for Toddlers Injury




by Stacey Hatton
OK, someone needs to say it, so I’ll step up. My three-year-old daughter is a genius! I know you are thinking, “Just another Mom who is blinded by the love of their child,” but she has talent beyond anyone her age.   I am referring to my weekend where my darling toddler decided to pick up a bee.   Apparently, you CAN actually pick up a bee.   I did not know that.   Not that I would recommend it for the outcome was terribly loud and chalked full of incomprehensible conversation. However, the pain only lasted a few hours and when she was over the trauma; she poetically turned a negative into a positive by saying, “I watered all the flowers with my tears.”   (Insert an audible “ahhh” here.)   











Now I don’t blame my daughter for being curious or myself for not teaching her about the dangers of bee petting.   I repeatedly told her to stay away from wasps and bees for they can hurt you, but why would you think a child would want to pick up a bee, or let alone, be able to do so? My beef is with the Children’s Picture Book industry.   They are the source of my daughter’s fearlessness and I think they need to be held accountable for their actions.










For months at bedtime, I would read to my daughter books illustrating bees with wide adorable faces and inviting eyes.   They were loveable and funny and some of them could even dance.   As the theatrical and passionate mother I am, I would make silly buzzing noises and tickle her whenever the word “bee” appeared.   Don’t you think that sounds like something a toddler would love?   What kind of mother gets her child excited to be tickled by a venomous airborne bug?!   Heaven forbid, you be scared of something which sends a barb through your flesh when intimidated.   I mean really! 


Let this be a warning to all of you parents of young children.   Don’t forget when you are cuddled up with your child at night, reading picture books containing darling animals such as snakes, spiders, bears and raccoons, to make sure and teach them while these can be sweet and friendly in stories, that if you come in contact with one of them, STAY AWAY!!!...and definitely don’t try to tickle it!





Stacey Hatton is an Overland Park mother of two toddlers, who writes children’s picture books when she is not chasing all bugs in the yard away from her daughters.
